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RADHIKA SANGAM

Create a new version of feminism which is in harmony with you

Think feminists are the people who take all the fun out of life? Not anymore! Feminity isn't
just a state of being, it's a force of nature. Whatever your version of being a woman, own it,
breathe it, live it.

Indulge yourself with Pretty Things:

Designer threads, statement heels, precious jewellery, expensive perfume, top-of-the-line
makeup – go on, indulge yourself! Gone are the days when women tried to prove how tough
they were by going butch with short hairdos and masculine clothes.
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Being a feminist is no longer about denying your feminine side, it's about flaunting femininity
as a valid lifestyle choice that should co-exist with the masculine world. From the first Stone-
Age woman who made herself a bone necklace to the contemporary Frenchwoman who makes
time for manicures as well as meetings, pretty things are for every woman.

Especially the feminist who doesn't believe it's necessary to stifle her wishes to be taken
seriously.

Allow Guys to Show their Chivalrous Side:

Accept courtesies for what they are. Take up an offer to drop you off to your doorstep instead of
at the nearest cross-roads as the gesture of concern or good manners that it is. You know you
can change a car tyre, or a fused lightbulb – heck, you know you can change the world, if you
want to. But nobody's perfect. Being a woman doesn't mean you'll never, ever need help.

If a guy wants to be a sweetie and do something nice for you, that's a good thing. Chivalrous
men represent the pinnacle of civilized society, so don't diss a kindly-meant courtesy.

Be 'One of the Boys' Sometimes:

You don't have to poker up, dress down, or be glued to your desk to get people to take you
seriously.

The light-hearted atmosphere of good-natured teasing and joking (provided the jokes don't
get off-colour or uncomfortable) is why we love hanging out with guys.

Join in the fun, by all means. Gender equality no longer means gender war – you're not on
opposite sides of the fence, and it's perfectly acceptable to hobnob with gentlemen.

Do Your Own Thing:

Go on and down a cocktail at a pub, spend a fortune on a holiday alone, wear a daring outfit to
catch the eye of that special dude, or switch off your phone for the weekend....whatever floats
your boat, as long as it's legal and nobody (especially you) gets hurt.

Don't Get Mad:

Respect is important. It is also earned. Being a new-age feminist means being ready to earn
your stripes just like the rest of the world. If you're a hard-working professional, people will
notice and respect you. And if they fail to respect you for that, they never will, no matter what
you do. Some guys are jerks, and always will be. Walk away. You ain't their mamma, as Jennifer
Lopez points out.

Nobody can win 'em all. And nobody knows that better than a woman does. But know that if
you're happy, that's a win for all women.
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