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By DIDI KIRSTEN TATLOW FEB. 22, 2017

BEIJING — The main social media account of a leading feminist organization in
China has been taken down for 30 days, and Chinese feminists are bracing for
another wave of repression before major political meetings this year.

The closing of the account for the organization, Feminist Voices, may have been
linked to an article it posted about a women’s strike planned in the United States on
March 8, International Women’s Day, feminists said on Wednesday. The strike,
which is being coordinated by the organizers of the Women’s March on Washington
last month, is called “A Day Without a Woman.”
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Feminist Voices (Nuquan Zhisheng, or 女权之声) was founded in 2009 and has
operated on Weibo, a Twitter-like platform in China’s, since 2010. It said it had
received notice that it was being shut down late Monday from its host, the media
giant Sina.com.

“Hello, because content you recently posted violates national laws and
regulations, your account will be banned for 30 days,” the notice said, according to a
message Feminist Voice circulated on another social media account.

Reached by telephone, the head of Sina.com’s public relations department,
Chen Jinguo, said he did not know the details of the case.

Chinese feminists reacted with anger and dismay to the news.

“This is about attacking civil society,” Lu Pin, a founder of Feminist Voices who
lives in New York, said in a telephone interview. “They want to take away our voice.”

  33  47

Women's March organizers set date for general str…
The organizers of the Women's March on Washington
have set the date for their general strike, dubbed "A
Day Without A Woman," for March 8, which iscnn.com

@女权之声@FeministVoices, the most outspoken
Chinese feminist media, is censored for its reports on
Anti-Trump... fb.me/15YB6MnPM
11:00 AM - 21 Feb 2017

  1  3

FreeChineseFeminists  
@FeminitsFree

 Follow

http://sina.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=833817413875531780
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=833817413875531780
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=833817413875531780
https://t.co/Zas5ZZg0H1
https://twitter.com/FeministVoices
https://t.co/4ghrzBVf9V
https://twitter.com/FeminitsFree/status/834070182314270720
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=834070182314270720
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=834070182314270720
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=834070182314270720
https://twitter.com/FeminitsFree
https://twitter.com/FeminitsFree


2/23/2017 Chinese Feminist Group’s Social Media Account Suspended - The New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/22/world/asia/china-feminist-weibo.html?_r=0 3/4

“It’s just the beginning,” Ms. Lu predicted, in a politically tense year in China.

“What?” said a message posted on the group’s WeChat social media account.
“What’s incomprehensible is a post reporting on a women’s event overseas could be
breaking Chinese laws and regulations.”

The message said the group suspected that the post about the planned strike in
the United States was behind the shutdown because that was the only one of its
Weibo posts to be censored recently.

The message was later deleted, but the Weixin account was still online
Wednesday afternoon.

No women’s strike has been called for March 8 in China, but the word “strike” is
politically delicate in the country. The government discourages, and sometimes
harshly represses, any mass activities outside state control, including at the
government-run All-China Federation of Trade Unions and the All-China Women’s
Federation.

The move may also reflect a tightening of security two weeks before China’s
annual parliamentary meetings, which begin March 5, during which the government
traditionally cracks down on the already limited political debate in the country’s
censored media. Also, the Communist Party will hold its 19th Central Committee
meeting this year, where major leadership decisions are expected.

According to a message circulating on social media that quoted an unidentified
person working at Sina.com, women’s rights advocates said the account’s suspension
had come from the Cyberspace Administration of the State Internet Information
Office, which can “direct, coordinate and supervise online content management,”
according to the state news media.

For now, Feminist Voices’ Weibo communications have been transferred to
another Weibo account, Fairness for Women.

The action against Feminist Voices shortly before International Women’s Day
mirrors events in 2015, when five Chinese feminists were detained on the eve of
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March 8 for planning to distribute leaflets warning of sexual harassment on public
transit.

Those women spent several weeks in detention before being released on bail
conditions that were not lifted until more than a year later. At the time, the police
said they were still investigating accusations that the five women had been
“gathering a crowd to disturb public order,” a criminal charge, said Chen Jinxue, a
lawyer for one of the women.

The Chinese government says it is striving to achieve equality for women, as laid
out in the country’s Constitution, and that it has made substantial progress in recent
years. In New York in 2015, President Xi Jinping affirmed the government’s
commitment to women’s rights.

Follow Didi Kirsten Tatlow on Twitter at @dktatlow.

Karoline Kan contributed research.
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