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Sisters On Campus Need To Get More
Radical

posted by Morning Star in Features

by Rosie Apperley

INTERNATIONAL Women’s Day is a great opportunity to celebrate women, to champion
campaigns for gender equality but also to consider the di�iculties that women across the world
still face today and what can be done to address these.

As a university student in my first year, this International Women’s Day is a good time for me to
reflect on my first few months as a student and to consider what I have noticed about gender and
feminism at university.

I was glad to notice quickly that feminism is a commonly discussed concept at university, largely
due to the vast amount of feminist organising that can be seen across their various institutions.

As has been a trend for radical movements for many years, political campaigns o�en tend to
include involvement from the student population. This is no di�erent with the latest upsurge in
the feminist movement, with more and more feminist societies being founded at universities up
and down the country.

Many are highly successful, with large memberships, however a large proportion of these
members are those that already define as feminist.

This is a common problem for many social movements and is something that needs to be
addressed if these societies are going to make any real change.
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Feminist societies o�en deal with issues locally, nationally and worldwide but also within their
universities, where gender inequality is still a fight that needs to be continued.

There are many changes that are needed in universities to lessen gender inequality, the radical
feminist organising that we are seeing in these institutions today is perhaps the most likely way
that change is going to come.

Despite the growth in the female student population, with women being 35 per cent more likely
to go to university than men, there are still many examples of gender inequality in the university
environment, including not only in the employment of women but in the experiences of female
students.

A recent report has found that 54 per cent of female students aged between 18 to 24 have been
victims of sexual harassment on a night out, with half of these women reporting that this is
experienced most or every time they go out.

Just 24 per cent of UK professors are women and, as of 2015, only 15 per cent of engineering
students in the UK were female. With universities o�en considered some of the most progressive
institutions, it is disappointing that problems such as these are still yet to be fully addressed.

Although universities as organisations are attempting to challenge and change these facts,
grassroots organising may well be the most e�ective method to make changes, partly because of
the inequalities in representation at “the top.”

As of 2015, only 17 per cent of UK university leaders are female. This exemplifies the need for
feminist organising that finds ways to engage those who may not usually be motivated by gender
inequality issues.

With larger proportions of the student body involved, the voice of the movement will be louder
and real change will be more likely. Students cannot assume that any of these problems will
solve themselves or that universities will be as active as possible to make changes.

Feminist societies and groups that exist at universities must address the issues that discourage
involvement of a wider range of students, by addressing the common confusion about the aims
of a feminist society and of feminism itself.

University-wide campaigns that raise awareness of the society and the issues that it represents
will help with engagement.

Many university feminist societies are creating such campaigns including on the provision of
consent workshops to ensuring women’s safety a�er union club nights.

Many also join forces with national movements, including Reclaim the Night, which aims to raise
awareness of sexual violence against women by encouraging women to march together.
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Student unions across the country get involved in the event, organising their own marches and
events in solidarity. Involvement in more high profile events such as this will raise awareness of
feminist movements within the university and can be used as a method to increase involvement.

Other popular feminist society events include talks, reading groups, debates, discussions, film
screenings and the all-important socials.

By widening the conversation as far as possible within the student body, campaigns within
universities that aim to reduce gender inequality and make student life safer for female students
will be more successful.

Feminist organisations are making big changes in universities and will continue to do so with the
support of the student body and the university itself by fighting important battles and making
universities safer places for all.
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