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‘WEAR RED’: LEFTIST ‘A DAY WITHOUT A WOMAN’ SHOWS ITS TRUE
COLORS

Have you seen the headlines about feminists encouraging each other to dress in red in celebration of 2017’s “A Day
Without a Woman”? The official Twitter account for the Women’s March sent out one such tweet back on March 5:
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Are these feminists so hyper-focused on their activism that they didn’t take the time to read their history books?

Red certainly is not the color of the American labor movement. Up until the New Left takeover of the AFL-CIO in the
1990s, the labor movement in this country hated Reds. Any union that fell under the control of the Communist Party
was expelled. In 1959, Soviet Deputy Premier Anastas Mikoyan, on a tour of the United States, had a meeting with
five American union leaders. He came away from the meeting complaining that "The American trade-union leaders
are more antagonistic toward the Soviet Union than were the American capitalists whom I have met." 

Modern day radical feminism, however, is entirely Red. 

In 1959, while the labor movement was confronting the Evil Empire, Betty Friedan — who had been a writer for one of
the Communist-controlled unions before it was expelled from the CIO — was revisiting the collected writings of Karl
Marx and Fredrick Engels. She found guidance in Engels' “The Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the State.”
According to her biographer, who relied on Friedan's extensive research notes, it was around Engels' essay — with its
argument that the monogamous family and capitalism were the source of women's oppression — that Friedan
formed the themes of “The Feminine Mystique.” Hence her contention that middle-class home life was the
equivalent of life in a "comfortable concentration camp."

These themes were not new to her. While at Smith Collage in 1941, Friedan took classes with a Stalinist professor
named Dorothy Wolff Douglas. According to Friedan's (sympathetic) biographer, left-wing professor Daniel Horowitz
(no relation to the CR columnist of the same name, who can hardly be accused of being left-wing): 

Especially important is what [Friedan] recorded when Douglas talked about the
condition of women in Nazi Germany and the USSR. On [Friedan’s] twentieth birthday,
in February 1941, Douglas mentioned what she called the ‘feminist movement.’ She
talked about the ‘traditionalism’ of the Nazis’ attitude to religion, women, children, and
family. According to [Friedan’s] notes, Douglas said the Nazis placed children at the
center of family lives, celebrated motherhood, and opposed women working outside
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the house in professional positions (not as farmers and mutual laborers). They
minimized the intellectual capacity of women, emphasizing instead the importance
of their feelings. In the middle of her lecture on women under Nazi rule, Douglas
noted parenthetically that men who controlled women’s magazines participated in
this conscious ideological effort to tell women that despite their aspirations for
intellectual life, in fact they were instinctual being who belonged in the home. In
contrast, Douglas said, women in the USSR experienced equality of opportunity, with
their wages almost matching (and in some cases exceeding) those of men. 

According to FBI files examined by professor Horowitz, Friedan reportedly did join the Young Communist League
(the youth branch of the Communist Party). During the Nazi-Soviet pact, she opposed support for the allies. Later, as
a writer for the aforementioned Communist controlled union's newsletter, her writing skills were put to the service of
the 1948 Henry Wallace presidential campaign, which was fully controlled by the Communist Party. At the core of
Wallace’s candidacy was around Wallace's proposal to appease Stalin with the sharing of America's nuclear
technology and the forfeiture of Europe to Soviet domination.

After the publication of “The Feminine Mystique,” Friedan became a founding member of the National Organization
for Women (NOW!).  

In 2013, Townhall.com editor Katie Pavlich attended the NOW! conference in Chicago. She didn't find much
excitement (it's hard to find anything a few dozen baby-boomers do very thrilling), but what she did find was
the literature they had on sale: 

The Communist Manifesto by Marx and Engels (the edition she found included a special introduction by Leon
Trotsky)

https://townhall.com/tipsheet/katiepavlich/2014/07/09/five-marxist-books-i-found-at-nows-national-conference-n1860349
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Education for Socialists: Women's Liberation and the Line of March of the Working Class and the Communist
Continuity and the Fight for Women's Liberation

http://media.townhall.com/_townhall/uploads/2014/7/9/4.png
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Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx Philosophy of Revolution by Raya Dunayevskaya 
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Some of it made for interesting reading, as Pavlich recounts in “Assault and Flattery: The Truth About the Left and
Their War on Women.“ Reading her brand new edition of “The Communist Manifesto,” Pavlich discovered that Marx's
hate for civilized society went far beyond economics: 

"'Abolition of the family!' Marx wrote, claiming men exploit their wives for their own
personal gain. 'On what foundation is the present family, the bourgeois family, based?
On capital, on private gain. In its completely developed form, this family exists only
among the bourgeoisie. But this state of things finds its complement in the practical
absence of the family among the proletarians, and in public prostitution.'"

The reading material also included this pearl of wisdom: 

'Closely intertwined with the origins and character of women's oppression is the
question of the family. The resolution reaffirms that the family system is an
indispensable pillar of class rule. It is the historical mechanism for institutionalizing
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the social inequality that accompanies the rise of private property and perpetuating
class divisions from one generation to the next,' the Education for Socialists says.
'Because the family system is indispensable to the structuring of social inequality, the
economic dependence of women and their oppression within the family system is
likewise indispensable to class rule.'

Pavlich came away from the NOW! experience with the unavoidable conclusion that "Marxist teaching is not a tiny
fringe part of the modern, militant feminists' agenda. It is its centerpiece."

Mr. Marx seems quite popular among radical feminists. So how did he treat women? Paul Johnson brilliantly
chronicled in “Intellectuals” that, while Karl Marx was being subsidized by Fredrick Engles to sit around writing about
“Dictatorship of the Proletariate” and whatnot, his wife and daughters were left to live in poverty and hunger. At the
same time, Marx was having an affair with Helene Demuth, his young, unpaid servant (talk about exploitation of
workers!). When a child was born from this affair, Marx never admitted that the child, Freddy Demuth, was his son,
but his wife Jenny eventually found out anyway.

January's "Women's March" featured former Communist Party vice presidential candidate and Lenin Peace Prize
winner Angela Davis. Pro-Life women, of course, were not invited. 

So yes, so-called “Day Without a Woman” supporters, please do wear Red. Those are your true colors, after all.

Spyridon Mitsotakis is a writer and former research assistant to bestselling author
Paul Kengor. He graduated from New York University with a degree in History. You can
follow him on Twitter
@SpyridonM
.
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